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relatively short sorties. Expected difficulties of on crosswind landings needing careful
component failures have transpired, but consideration.

niggling as these events are, the reliability of Another unusual aspect is the design of the
the aircraft is starting to show. Whilst the rudder pedals, which are very different in their
landing gear is of a rugged and forgiving application than other aircraft types — more
construction, the readiness of tyres to flat spot akin to the accelerator on a car, they pivot
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vertically rather than displacing about a central
pivot. The difference is most evident when one
first gets airborne, but the rudder loads lighten
noticeably when the undercarriage is selected
up as the nosewheel steering linkage slackens.
Adjustment to accommodate these small
idiosyncrasies is very straightforward.
Personally | found my conversion onto the
DA42 to be without drama.

From the commercial student’s point of
view, the Twin Star has the advantage of
having a display which is very similar to
modern glass cockpit displays in aircraft like
the Airbus A320, the B737-500 plus, the
B757/767 etc, and the enhancement of
knowledge of glass cockpit technology must be
a major advantage. The DA42 dispels the aura
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of the glass cockpit.

Whether the Twin Star would make a good
private owner’s machine depends very much
on what the individual owner is looking for.
Obviously the owner of an aircraft with six
seats may be happy to trade off range and
carrying capacity in order to move six people,
but the Twin Star bulks out before it weights
out — that is, it's a little short of baggage space
for four people.

From the engineering perspective, the
aircraft is more complex in certain areas than
older twins, and accessibility is not so good for
certain avionics components, but it's too early
to establish whether it will prove to be more
robust than older aircraft. However, we're fully
satisfied with the aircraft to date, and we're

DA42 TDI Twin Star

Dimensions:

Length 8.56 m
Height 249 m
Wingspan 13.42m
Weights & loadings:

Empty weight 2,778 Ibs
MTOW 3748 Ibs
Useful load 970 lbs
Fuel capacity (standard)* 52 gals (US)

*Long range tanks 74 gals US

Fuel consumption quoted as 14.3 gph (US)
at 90% power at 10,000 feet, giving 164kt,
down to 7.1 gph at 50% and 18,000 feet
giving 135kt.

Performance:

Take-off distance (50ft) 530m
Climb rate 1,100 fpm
Powerplant:

2x 135hp Thielert Centurion 1.7

Props:MT three-blade
hydraulic constant speed

Full details:
Henrik Burkal, Diamond UK,
01777 839200

very much looking forward to having more
Twin Stars on the flightline.

*lan Sturgess has 14,000 hours on military
and civilian aircraft up to the B767, and has
3,000 hours as an instructor =
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